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“Home” can take on many meanings. When you think of “home” what comes to 
mind? Where you grew up? Where you live now? What do you think defines “home”? 
With the image of “home” in mind—remember a time when you or your family was 
getting ready for special guests. What actions took place before their arrival? What 
actions took place to hide objects or clutter from the guests’ view?  
 

Our story today has Jesus showing up at the temple- “God’s home”. He discovers 
“God’s home” is in disarray.  
 

 
Read: John 2:13-25 
 
Passover is being celebrated in Jerusalem. The Jewish people have come to pay 
their taxes and to offer a sacrifice. Money changers have seen an opportunity to 
take advantage of the situation and cash in on it. Then, Jesus enters the scene!  
Seeing what is taking place—the least, the lost, and the last being taken advantage 
of, Jesus “cleanses” the Temple by turning over tables and removing the money 
changers from the outer courts saying, “my house shall not be a den of thieves!”  
 

Remember, it is the Temple where individuals found God. This story in John’s gospel 
begins the shift of one finding God from a place to a person. Jesus’ action in the 
outer courts points to his desire to make room for people to worship but also  
challenges each of us to make a place for him in our hearts.  
 

“When Jesus enters our life, we shouldn’t be surprised if he gets out his whip and 
drives out whatever is keeping us from wholeness. The risen Lord makes room to live 
within us and through us. When we embody that spirit of resurrection, we become 
temples of God. In becoming a temple of the Spirit, both individually and as the 
church, we live as new people who are called to be holy. We no longer live for  
ourselves, but for Christ.”  
 
 

Questions for Reflection: 
 
 What does it mean to welcome Jesus into one’s life? Is this a one-time event or 

something that happens over and over?  
 What might we need to change for Jesus to feel at home with us? 
 What does it mean to be God’s temple- “God’s home” (Read Ephesians 2:22)? 
 Where do we need the cleansing and healing power of Jesus today? 
 What steps can we take to cast out the things in our life that get in God’s way? 
 
 
Prayer:  
God, we come humbly before you, acknowledging our sin. We’re afraid that, at 
times, we are like those who set up shop in the temple. We’re afraid that we, too, 
are too noisy, too greedy, and too legalistic. Clean out those areas of our lives that 
we tend to hide from you. Accept our confession today, and also accept our  
gratitude for your grace in the midst of our sin. Amen.  


