
Dear Church Family, 
 
These are such difficult times filled with uncertainty, and 
for many of you times of suffering and loss. Please know 
that we are constantly in prayer for you and are only a 
phone call or email away if you need anything! I mean it! 
 
Our executive team (made up of myself and the chairs of each committee and deacons) met Sunday afternoon 
to discuss what the best course of action is for our church in regard to in-person gatherings. You may or may 
not know, but the COVID infection rates are rising dramatically in our area. Elaine Harris has helped us put 
together some stats and info, and to put it simply, infection rates (and death rates) are higher than they have 
ever been, and hospitals are filling up quickly. We are being told that this is primarily due to the Thanksgiving 
holiday, which is what we were told by many experts would happen. 
 
In light of the seriousness of escalating situation, we have decided to post-pone any in-person gatherings 
beginning this week and running through mid-January. Our desire is to be back for in-person worship as 
normal on Sunday, January 17, 2021. This will give us time to get past the expected surge in cases from 
Christmas and New Year, and also allow the first rounds of emergency vaccines circulate, Lord willing. Our 
executive team plans to meet again on January 10, 2020 to revisit all of this and ensure that it is in everyone’s 
best interest to regather on January 17, 2021 as planned. 
 
Here are a few things to know right now: 

• This was not an easy or preferable decision, but we do feel it is the wisest decision for the safety and 
good health of all our members. Plus, we feel it is most loving to our community. 

• We seriously considered the social impact of this decision and wanted to let you all know we will be 
taking steps to ensure everyone is cared for and loved on while we are not gathering in person for the 
next month. You should be hearing from your deacon regularly, and/or a staff member or Sunday 
School Leader. 

• We are doing our absolute best to ensure that our virtual services are done with excellence, and that 
they are reliable to watch. Every Sunday at 11:00 am, our service will be live streamed on BOTH 
Facebook AND YouTube. You can find either of these links on our website at www.fbctucker.org.  

• Here is our Facebook 
• Here is our Youtube 

• Our Christmas Eve service will also be virtual. This pains me, but it is worth it! I believe it will still be a 
very sweet and encouraging time. It will be live at 4 PM on December 24, 2020. 

• There will be NO on-campus activities through January 10, 2020.  
 
I’ll be the first to say that this isn’t ideal (that’s putting it nicely). Personally, I am not a fan of online church, and 
so desire to gather in person with all of you! I miss it dearly. I miss taking the Lord’s Supper. One day, we will 
be able to do this again. But, in the meantime, we must all make tough decision for the good of the church as a 
whole. This season requires us to “put on the mind of Christ.” Paul tells us in Philippians 2, “make my joy 
complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. Do nothing out of 
selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your 
own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. In your relationships with one another, have 
the same mindset as Christ Jesus…” It is a wonderful opportunity for us, God’s people, to live this out and to 
display Jesus to one another and to the world around us! 
 
Church family, if we make these sacrifices now for the good of others, my prayer is that we can come back 
even stronger after a month of “going virtual.” Would you pray this with me?  
 
If you have any questions, please let us know by contacting the church office. We will do our best to be in 
communication with everyone throughout this process.  
 
I Love you all! In Christ, 
 
Pastor Andrew 

http://www.fbctucker.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TuckerFirstBaptistChurch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAgtzuhNXy3kjQEOUE_JYaQ?view_as=subscriber

